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soldiers who shared with him the dangers 
of a seven years' war. 

He did not, like Charles the fifth, re- 
tire from the theatre of public life, to im- 
mure himself in the walls of a cloister, 
but to promote the useful arts, and prac- 
tise those virtues which adorn the man 
and the citizen. 

Ke regarded agriculture a-i the basis on 
which rests the prosperity and happiness 
of a nation, and considered it his duty, as 
it was his pleasure, to become a farmer. 
The cultivation of a large tract of land, 
the rearing, of cattle, the art of improved 
husbandry, occupied much of his time; 
no hour passed in inactivity. He rose at 
an early hour, and spent the day in ob- 
serving the task of manual labour, in read- 
ing, or conversation with intelligent men. 
In summer the fields are covered with wa- 
ving corn, the sound of cattle is heard in 
the woods, orchards of wholesome fruit 
surround the spot where Washington spent 
the evening of his days. 

Here a circumstance presents itself, 
which cannot be overlooked. While be 
was in office, letters were published, said 
to be intercepted, addressed to his wife 
and friends; dressed in a plausible garb, 
every art was employed to nuilte them ap- 
pear genuine, and thus tarnish his courage 
and his fame. The dignity of his situa- 
tion would not stoop to a defence. Secure 
in virtue, Fabricius-like, he stands on his 
own ground, and lends a deaf ear to the 
clamours of prejudice. As soon, how- 
ever, as he found' himself in retirement, 
as a mere farmer and simple citizen, he 
convinces the world that the letters are 
not genuine, silences every breath of sus- 
picion; and calumny at laat joins in the 
burst of general praise. 

This benefactor of manfcini^ although 
his manners bordered on coldness and re- 
serve, was above resentment : malice itself 
could not charge his coversation with 
vanity. If a stranger to the finer feeling, 
he- was ever ready for the exercise of the 
useful virtues, for removing or mitigating 
distress. The honest mtui never solicited 
his succour in vain. 

He was seized with an inflammatory 
Bore throat {cynaneb'e tracne'alis),' and af- 
ter" an illness of twenty-four hours, he 
terminated his mortal- existence, in the 
sixty-eighth year of his age (15th Febru- 
ary, 179D, 24th: year of American inde- 
pendance). Having confidence in God, 
and cherishing the hope of immortality, 
he, looked forward without fear, not a 
symptom of impatience or of murmur was 
observed. 'The consciousness of virtue- 



was the vital air, which, in his last ma. 
ments, spread a serenity over his soul. 

You have seen. ..you have felt the burst 
of sorrow which his death has created. 
His was like the death of an illustrious 
Roman, no one in hearing it showed any 
joy.. .no one forgets that he is no more. 
The scholar resigns the amusement of va- 
cation, and gives vent to sorrow. The 
aged appear to endure the severest strode 
of adverse fortune, and the young, the 
pangs of the most disastrous love. 

As Plato thanked Heaven that he was 
horn in the time of Socrates, so we ought 
to be grateful that we live in the time of 
this great hero, and breathe the free ait 
of this fortunate land. 

If, in heaven, spirits recognize each 
other ; if, there, memory still recalls' die 
scenes of this world, what would it be to 
associate with a Washington ! Until then, 
may the sharers in his earthly glory r*(h>ct 
lustre on his memory, by imitating his ex. 
ample. The spirit of Washington will 
smile, from heaven,, on his countrymen, 
bowing before the altar of celestial peace. 

The fame of this great man will be trans- 
mitted from son to son through distant 
years, though the verse of the muse should 
be lost, though the monuments, erected to 
his memory, be covered with moss. 

While suns warm, and oceans roll, this 
benefactor of the human race shall never 
be forgotten. 

" For if we take him but for all in all, 
We ne'er shalllook upon his like again." 

SKETCH "OF BENSERADE, 
the riteiicH ro^T. 

NOBODY perhaps ever had a quicker 
wit than the person of whom we are 
about to speak : this vivacity which broke 
forth in the first years of his infancy, con- 
tinue without failing to the end of Ms life, 
Isaac Be Benserade was bom at Lions, a 
city of Normandy, near Rouen. 1 His fa. 
tlicr was grand master of the waters and 
forests, and we have also been informed 
that' one of his ancestors has been chamber- 
laiii' to one of our kings, and governor ' oi 
the castle of Milan. By the mother's side, 
he was allied to> the families of Vignerof 
and De la Porte. This descent, united 
with the liveliness of his wit, admitted Him 
to a familiarity With the greatest noblemen 
of the court, by whom he was tenderly be-, 
loved, and who were no less anxious Id 
gain his friendship than ho was to pay at- 
tention to them. 

• The day before He was to be confirmed 
life was introduced' to the Bishop iviio'vSi 
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to perform this office. This prelate, ob- 
serving that h'e_was very lively for his age 
(for he was then but six or seven years old) 
and knowing that his name was Isaac, a 
name at that time very common among the 
Hugonots, of which sect his father had 
been longa member, asked him if he would 
not change his name. " What will you 
j*!ve me in return F" said the little Ben- 
serade. " We give nothing," replied 
the bishop, " in exchange for a name," 
" Then," said he, " I will keep my own." 
" You are in the right, my child," said the 
bishop, smiling, " for, whatever he your 
name, you will know how to make it valu- 
able." 

On leaving the university, he composed 
three or four dramatic pieces which suc- 
ceeded ; •among these were Iphis and lanthe, 
and Mark-Antony. Cardinal Richelieu, 
who had a high esteem for him, took care 
of his interests, and the queen's mother 
gave him a pension of 3000 livrcs. He at- 
tached himself to admiral de'Breze, whom 
he followed in all his expeditions. After 
the death of his patron he returned to court, 
where he shone brighter than ever. 

Though he lived, as has been already 
stated, on terms of the greatest familiarity, 
with the first noblemen in the kingdom, 
he conducted himself towards them with 
the greatest circumspection. " You are 
astonished," he used to say to his friends, 
" to see how I speak to the highest Lords, 
but be assured that I am always on my 
guard with them, and that no one is more 
cautions than I in observing my distance 
when I converse with them. They are 
lions who are always endeavouring to en- 
trap me by their affected caresses. They 
fraild be delighted if I let slip an expres- 
sion too familiar, that thev might have the 
pleasure of giving me a rap with their paw ; 
but thank God, I haV* not yet afforded 
them this amusement." 

He was well made, and of a graceful 
mien; very gdnteel and gallant, which. last 
quality he preserved to old age without 
appearing ridiculous. His poems have for 
Store than forty years afforded amusement 
to the court- and all France ; but more'par- 
ticularly, during , the King's youth, when 
he composed the much admired verses for 
the ballets which the king gave every win- 
ter. These verses were of a new kind 
which he had the honour of inventing. Be- 
fore bis time, the words of the ballet only 
alluded to the characters which were in- 
troduced, and not at ail the persons by 
whom they were performed. Benserade 
had the ingenuity to render his verses ap- 
plicable to both ; and at the king sometimes 
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performed the character of Jupiter, Some- 
times of Mars, or &e"rjtune, or the. Sun, 
nothing could be more pleasing or elegant 
than the delicacy of the praises which lie 
bestowed on him without addressing him in 
person. The words are literally applied to 
the character, but figuratively to the ac- 
tor ; this caused a' double pleasure, by fur- 
nishing the understanding with two 
thoughts at once, each beautiful in itself, 
but receiving double grace by their union, 
in the same manner, he wrcte of all the 
lords and ladies of the court who took 
part in these ballets with the king. Their 
merits, their talents, sometimes even their 
gallantries were touched on with such deli- 
cacy, that they were often the first to 
raise the laugh against themselves. 

His other compositions are no less origi- 
nal. He has imitated nobody. The gra- 
ces with which they are enlivened, are per- 
fectly new, and have no model, even in 
the most polished writers of Greece and 
Rome. Cardinal Mazarin put a high va- 
lue on his verses, and often said, that in 
his youth he himfcelf had composed some 
• which resembled those of Benserade. He 
gave him a pension of 2000 livres j and 
afterwards, a second of 1000 crowns, from 
the Abbey of St. Eloy. 
■ He once sent a lady of quality a para- 
phrase of the book of Job, accompanied 
with a sonnet which made much noise at 
the time ; it ended with the following 
verses : 

S'il soufFrit maux incroyables 

lls'en pleignit, il en parla; 

J 'en connois de plus miserables. 
Tho' grievous were the prophet's woes, 
The pains he felt he might disclose ; 
Condemned my sorrows to confine, 
How much severer woes are mine. 

As this sonnet was very mttch praised, 
those wfio envied his fame pretended, 
that it was not equal to a sonnet of Voi- 
ture, which had been composed by him for 
a lady, to whom he gave the name of Ura- 
nia. All Paris took part in this dispute ; 
they formed two factions, of which, that 
of Benserade was called the Jobeiins, that 
of Voiture, the Uranians. The question 
was never decided ; and they only agreed 
thus far, that if Voiture's sonnet was more 
'beautiful in the opinion of some, Bense- 
rade's was more gallant in the opinion ot 
every one. 

He translated the whole of Ovid's Meta- 
morphosis into rondeaux, many of which 
are extremely beautiful. Each rondeau 
contains the' subject of a fable, together 
with a very ^enious and pleating moral. 
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The king was at the eipence of all the en- 
gravings which adorned this work; they 
Were very fine and numerous. The rich- 
ness and selection of rhymes, both in these 
rondeau x and in all his writings is astonish- 
ing. No one has excelled him in this part 
of poetry. He also composed several 
books of devotion ? among others, the Of- 



fice of the Virgin, many Prayers, and all 
the Psalms of David. 

He died at Paris, October Iffth, 1C91, 
at the age of 78 years, with all the piety 
of a true christian ; after having suffered 
exquisite pain from a nephritic complaint 
with which he was long troubled, and 
which at length brought hiin to the grave. 
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itAK RACINE. 

nr-HIS poet was buried at Port Royal 
J_ des Champs, where he was carried the 
day aflcr his death, according to the di- 
rections of his will, which contained but 
one clause, expressed in the following 
v.-oids: " I desire, that after my death,' 
my body be carried to port Royal des 
Champs, and buried in the cemetery at 
the foot of M. Hamont. 1 humbly entreat 
the mother abbess and the nuns to grant 
me this honour,, ahho' ) acknowledge I am 
wholly unworthy of it, both on at-count of 
the irregularities of my past life, anil the 
bad use I have made of the excellent edu- 
cation I formerly received in- this house, 
and the great examples of piety and repen- 
tance I have here seen, of which I have 
been inn an empty admirer. But the more 
I have offended Uod, the more do I stand 
in need of the prayers of so holy a society, 
tb procure bis mercy " 

JMraoMOU EV TBI SUkTAN J1KDEK. 

This prince, whose mild and beneficent 
policy is still the theme of applause to 
Mussulman and Hindoo, when engaged in 
hostilities with a neighbouring prince, di- 
1 ectcd a brave but bigoted Rajeput, to con- 
duct a body of troops across the Attoc. 
This river, as its name indicates, is the "-'-u- 
or limit which no Hindoo must pass : the 
Rujeput therefore represented the impos- 
sibility of his compliance with the Sultan's 
order: To this excuse, Akber" replied fn 
the following extempore verse: 
O'er every land great Rama reigns ; 

What bar then shall our steps controul y 
That bar eternally remains 

\\ liicli circumscribes the narrow sou!. 

SANTEOII,. 

Some person was so ill-bred as to com- 
plain in the presence of this poet, that 
he had been cheated by a monk. The 
company present expected he would have 
received a sharp reprimand for such an 
attaok upon Santeuii's profession. He, 
however, only assumed a serious look, and 
asked th? person aggrieved)" how long he 



had been at Paris? " Many years/'anA, 
swered the other. " Then you are not en- 
titled to any pity," replied Santi.uil with 
equal gravity. " The man who has lived 
many years iii a city abounding with monks, 
and is 'cheated by them,, deserves no com-, 
passion. While you.live, Sir, let me' advise 
you to beware of four things; of a woman 
before, of a mule behind, of a cat side- 
ways, and of a monk every way. 

MONTESQUIEU. 

Dassier, an artist, celebrated for cutting 
medals, went from London to Paris to en« 
grave that of the author of the Spirit of 
Laws ; but Montesquieu, through modesty, 
always declined sitting to him. At length, 
the artist said to him one day, " do not you 
think there is more pride in refusing, than 
acceding to my request." Disarmed by 
this pleasantry, Montesquieu immediate- 
ly yielded. 

TUKENNZ. 

Turenne once remarked that an officer 
of distinguished merit, but poor, was very 
ill mounted. He invited him to dinner, 
and after the repast was over, took him 
aside, and in a very friendly manner said 
to him : I have a favour to beg of you; 
which perhaps you will think somewhat 
too bold ; but I hope you will not refuse a 
request made by your general. I am now 
old and somewhat unhealthy. Swift horse?, 
fatigue me; but I observe you have one 
that 1 think will suit me. If I thought it. 
would not be too great a sacrifice for you 
to make, I would request it of you." The 
officst replied by a Sow bow, and imme- 
diately brought the horse to the general's 
stables. Turaine, the next dav,scnt him one 
of the fitiest and best horses m the army. 

EXTXORIHNARY GOOD FORTUNE. 

When Pope Sextus the fifth, heard that 
Elizabeth, queen of England, had behead- 
ed her rival, the queen of Scotland, he 
cried out in a kind of enthusiastic frenay, 
" What a lucky woman to taste the delight 
of striking off a crowned head." 

CROPS. 

General Wolf was remarkable for verv 



